[Biomarkers of acute kidney injury: a « trending topic » in cirrhosis].
Acute kidney injury (AKI) is an ominous event in the natural history of cirrhosis. The differential diagnosis of this entity is hampered by the absence of specific biomarkers of tubular damage in cirrhosis. The clinical usefulness of such biomarkers is determined by their effectiveness in the diagnosis of AKI and their ability to provide critical information to ameliorate clinical outcomes and survival. The lack of biomarkers has hindered the development of interventions aimed to improve the prognosis of kidney impairment in cirrhosis. Currently, biomarkers are an area of intense research in nephrology. Emerging genomic and proteomic technologies have revealed novel plasma and urinary biomarkers of AKI. The present article discusses the most promising candidate biomarkers with potential application in cirrhosis, such as NGAL, KIM-1, cystatin-C, IL-18, L-FABP, N-acetyl glucosaminidase and netrin-1, are discussed below.